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	Center Township Board of Supervisors

Regular Meeting Minutes 
December 13, 2023
6:30 p.m.


CALL TO ORDER:  
Chairman Robert Sloan called the Regular Meeting, of the Center Township Board of Supervisors, to order at 6:31 p.m.  The meeting was held at the Unionville Volunteer Fire Company Firehall, 102 Mahood Road, Butler PA 16001.

ROLL CALL:

In addition to Chairman Sloan, present were Supervisors Edward Latuska, Donald Pringle, and Alan Smallwood; Township Solicitor Michael Gallagher; and Administrative Assistant Kayla Mosey. Vice Chairman Philip Wulff and Township Engineer David Heath were absent. 
PUBLIC TO BE HEARD: 
A. Edward Latuska: Mr. Latuska wanted to take a moment to explain the reasons for the way he voted at the special meeting that was held Tuesday, December 12, 2023. Latuska stated “with regard to the BASA/PAWC sale appeal, the Center Township Board of Supervisors voted 3-2 to move forward with an appeal. Myself, along with Mr. Smallwood, voted no. When Center and Summit Township decided to file the lawsuit opposing the sale of BASA to PAWC it was done to protect their residents from dramatic increases in rates imposed by PAWC. The case was first heard by Administrative Law Judge Guhl. Her decision favored Center and Summit Township and denied the sale. Her decision then went to the PUC which voted 3-2 to reverse her decision and authorize the sale of BASA to PAWC. Our solicitor stated this 3-2 vote was greatly influenced by political pressure from Harrisburg. When our solicitor was asked by Center Township Board of Supervisors what our chances would be on the appeal, his answer was less than 50/50. To date Center Township has spent almost $70,000 on this lawsuit. An appeal could cost an additional $50-100,000. While I feel that this cause is just, I must also take into consideration the cost to Center Township Taxpayers. The political Pressure from Harrisburg is not going away and I am not a betting man but I need better odds before I risk another $50-100,000 of our taxpayers’ money.” Latuska then stated the following on the Shields Paving Invoice, “ With regard to paying the 2023 paving invoice, I voted yes, but reluctantly. Historically, Center Township has always kept the millings from the paving program. From time to time, Center Township would sell the millings to Center Township residents at a nominal fee for projects they might have. For some reason, Shields Paving Company, our contractor for 2023 Paving Program was given permission to keep our millings. The approximate value of these millings was $20,000. Before any paving program is started, there is a contract that is signed and approved by both the paving contractor and the township. In this contract, there is a completion date that must be met. Failure to meet this provision results in a $885 a day penalty fee. For some reason Shields Paving was allowed to exceed the completion date by 13 days. If the contract was honored, Shields Paving Company would have incurred penalty fees of $11,500. So, as a result of poor communication and the lack of attention to detail, Center Township is at a loss of $32,000. In an attempt to recoup this money $32,000 was deducted from the total amount due to Shields Paving Company. Shields has refused to reimburse Center Township the $32,000. Rather than start a long and expensive legal battle, Center Township agreed to pay the invoice.”
B. Donald Pringle: Mr. Pringle wanted to comment on the BASA/PA American Sale. He stated that he has been the lead on this sale and has testified seven (7) times and is privy to more information than Mr. Latuska. He stated that our solicitor said that our chances were greater than 50/50. Center Township is only paying 80% of the litigation fee of $50,000, Summit pays the other 20%. Pringle stated the litigation fees is equal to a $10 stop at Starbucks per resident. He has spoken to other residents in eastern Pennsylvania where their bill has gone up $400 a month. Pringle also commented on the paving invoice. He stated that he reviewed that bid prospectus and the contract and nothing was said about keeping the millings. Mr. Latuska was correct there is $885 a day penalty, however the contract also was a line about township official leniency. Pringle stated that Wiest’s Paving work in Center Township, in 2022, was substandard by referencing 45 complaints. He did not state where he got the information regarding the 45 complaints. Whereas this year we have only had a handful. He stated that the township needs to look at the contract and add the millings to the next one. Pringle commented that he was elected to protect the residents pocket book and that what he is doing. 
C. Mr. Nathan Wulff, Assistant Fire Chief: Mr. Wulff presented the report for November 2023.
	Type of Calls
	Number of Calls

	Motor Vehicle Accidents
	6

	Automatic fire alarms
	8

	Service calls
	2

	Structure fires
	2

	Medicals
	24

	Brush fires
	6

	Water Rescue
	0

	Vehicle fires
	0

	Total
	48


Mr. Wulff stated that they now have three (3) live ins and were able to have the station staffed for 959 hours as a result and another 155 hours from other members. The brush truck project is underway and the audio/visual updates should be done within the next week. There has been two more members who tested for their Firefighter I. The department ran out of gear due to the number of new members. Eleven (11) new sets were ordered at a cost of $40,000 which was paid for by the foreign fire tax.

MINUTES: 
A. November Budget Workshop – November 6,2023: Latuska motioned to approve the minutes from the November Budget Workshop held on November 6, 2023. Sloan seconded. Motion carried.  
B. Agenda Setting Meeting – November 6, 2023:  Latuska motioned to approve the minutes from the Agenda Setting Meeting held on November 6, 2023. Sloan seconded. Motion carried.
C. Clearview Lock Solid Storage Hearing – November 8, 2023: Latuska motioned to approve the minutes from the Clearview Lock Solid Storage Hearing held on November 8, 2023. Sloan seconded. Motion carried. 
D. Regular Meeting – November 8, 2023: Latuska motioned to approve the minutes from the Regular Meeting held on November 8, 2023. Sloan seconded. Motion carried.  
TREASURER’S REPORT:
A. November 2023: Sloan motioned to approve the November 2023 Treasurer’s Report. Pringle seconded.  Motion carried.
B. Warrant List 23-11-22: Sloan motioned to approve Warrant List 23-11-22. Pringle seconded.  Motion carried. 

C. Warrant List 23-12-23: Sloan motioned to approve Warrant List 23-12-23. Pringle seconded.  Motion carried.
D. Adopt Tax Levy Resolution No. 2023-12-14: Sloan motioned to adopt the Tax Levy Resolution No. 2023-12-14. Pringle seconded. Motion carried. 
E. Adopt 2024 Budget Resolution No. 2023-12-15: Latuska motioned to adopt the 2024 Budget Resolution No. 2023-12-15. Smallwood seconded. Motion carried. 
ZONING REPORT: November 2023: Construction costs were $17,795.00 and fees collected were $1,116.85. Fees collected year to date $9,780.70.
SUBDIVISION & LAND DEVELOPMENTS: None
OLD BUSINESS: 
A. Ratify Adoption of Statewide Local Assessment Grant Resolution No. 2023-11-13: Sloan motioned to ratify the adoption of the Statewide Local Assessment Grant Resolution No. 2023-11-13. Pringle seconded. Motion carried. 
NEW BUSINESS:
A. Ms. Eillen Crawford Donation: Sloan motioned to authorize a $50 donation. Smallwood seconded. Motion carried. 
B. Boy Scouts Troop 30 Donation: The Boy Scout troop picked up litter along various roadways in Center Township in October. Smallwood motioned to authorize a donation in the amount of $2,000 to the Boy Scouts Troop 30. Latuska seconded. Motion carried. 
C. 831 Sunset Dr: It was discussed and decided not to do anything with the property at this time.

D. Release Consultant Fees: Sloan motioned to release the consultant fees for Deluga in the amount of $563.00 as well as Gray in the amount of $282.25. Pringle seconded. Motion carried. 
E. Authorize Ad for Planning Commission Vacancy: Sloan motioned to authorize placement of an ad in the Butler Eagle for the planning commission vacancy. Pringle seconded. Motion carried. 
PUBLIC WORKS: 
A. Award Contract for Antiskid: The township received the following bids.

	Company
	Bid Bond
	Amount (per ton)

	McKinney Hauling & Excavating Inc
1013 W Sunbury Rd
West Sunbury, PA 16061-2813
	Yes
	$16.24

	McClymonds Supply and Transit Company, Inc
PO Box 296 Currie Rd
Portersville, PA 16051-0296
	Yes
	$16.94


Sloan motioned to award the 2024 Antiskid Contract to McKinney Hauling and Excavating Inc in the amount of $16.24 a ton. Latuska seconded. Motion carried. 
B. 2023 Paving Project Notice of Completion: Pringle motioned to sign off on the 2023 Paving Project Notice of Completion. Smallwood seconded. Motion carried. 
ENGINEER’S REPORT:
A. Brown Rd Stabilization Change Order #2: Sloan motioned to approve change Order No. 2 for the Brown Rd Stabilization Project. Pringle seconded. Motion carried. 
SOLICIOR'S REPORT:  
A. Case on Amending Agendas: Gallagher stated that the township should not amend agendas on the night of the meeting that requires providing payment or entering into an agreement because of the Sunshine Act and a recent case ruling. Agendas need to be posted 24 hours in advance. 
MISCELLANEOUS: None
ADJOURNMENT:
The meeting adjourned to an executive session at 7:20pm to discuss personnel. The meeting reconvened at 8:00pm with no action taken. 
Sloan made a motion to adjourn at 8:01 p.m. Pringle seconded. Motion carried.
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